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Klein, Alexander The Empire City 
Rinehart. June 23, 1955. 475p. $5.75. 


New York the people travel going into hole 
the ground and coming out another. They invite 
strangers their city come visit them that they 
can show off the derelicts boozing freezing them- 
selves death. You can drop dead New York, and 
people will step carefully over your body they pass. 
(Or, happened one warm summer evening, 
quiet bar may interrupt your delectable 
glass cool beer asking you drop over and check 
whether that fellow has been sleeping there for the 
last five hours dead. dead.) you may 
need blood live, and ten thousand cops drop over 
the hospital give you shot their own that 
would you for thousand years. You can flop for 
evening for forty cents along Mott Street, for four 
hundred dollars suite uptown. New York the 
blood the old Astors running thin, and the blood 
the new tycoons running rich. You can drink 
Nedicks for nickel, champagne for fifty 
dollars. The tallest building the world there, 
masterpiece ingenuity and engineering, and monu- 
ment insolvency. 


New York has produced saints and bums, nice guys, 
and Murder, Incorporated. Its politicians have gone 
the White House, have gone the river 
Sing Sing. New York built the greatest financial 
market the history the world, and New York 
knocked the bottom that market lower than had 
ever fallen the same history. stocks rose, the 
brokers kept moving upstairs the big buildings, and 
when the market fell, the brokers jumped with it. 


All The Empire City. 


The roster contributors formidable. Meyer Berger 
did his prep work the jungles the Brooklyn slums, 
worked his way slowly through the Times, became 
the top reporter the staff. Lucius Beebe comes 
equipped with words and, oh, what sense taste. 
Walter Winchell the tap-dancing peep-hole artist 
suddenly turned intellectual and international pundit. 

Henry the con man turned creative. Henry James 
exact and reflective. Tallulah Bankhead mad, irre- 
Pressible. Jules Romains delectable and delightful. 
Hecht, White, Woolcott, Hughes, Dickens— 


and lots more after that. 
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used walk the streets London afternoon; 
and everyone passed the streets, and everyone 
leaned against the pubs looked they had 
been there hundred years. And knew looked the 
same. But along Fifth Avenue everyone looks 
they had just come in, and are terribly glad 
there, and happy alive alove there. The 
Empire City the same. Dynamic. Alive. 


Shell out your money, boys, better than dollar 
page. New York the prices run high. You can’t 
take the trip this get the book and dream it. 
the city and buy yourself copy and around 
with your hand and another rube the city 
everyone big rube. And you can’t afford 
buy after they’ve taken you—have fear, little 
brother, you can always steal your copy. The Empire 
City will give you the names the bookstores. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Balsan, Francois Road 
Translated from the French Pamela Search. Philosophi- 
cal Library. June 14, 1955. 252p. $4.75. 


The French Explorer, Francois Balsan, with eight com- 
panions undertook 1951 the first expedition across 
Southern Africa along the Tropic Capricorn. From 
Johannesburg the party traveled northwestwardly 
Walvis Bay the Atlantic coast the Southwest 
African Mandated Territory, then proceeded eastward 
through Bechuanaland, northern Transvaal, and Mo- 
zambique, and finally reached Lourence-Marques 
the Indian Ocean. 


Since this the age speed such venture 
longer the slow, foot-wearying trek used be. Bal- 
san’s party used two ten-ton diesel trucks for which 
emergency parts were readily available air. Roads 
were lacking the wilderness, but the diesels could 
cross desert sands and follow jungle tracks with re- 
markable agility. spite its modern touch the ex- 
pedition was continually contact with primitive life 
and the evidences past civilization which the author 
well describes. Among the more interesting accounts 
may note those the successful search for Farini’s 
Lost City the Kalahari desert, otter-hunting the 
Atlantic coast, the spit-healing ceremony the Magan 
Bushmen, and the discovery the Tsodille rock- 
paintings. 


Photographing these paintings may emerge the most 
fruitful result the expedition. Done polychrome 
and painted relief, these huge animal and human 
figures dominate Tsodille mountain’s smooth, white- 
stone face. The paintings bear cultural resemblance 
the previously-discovered local caveman art and are 
approximately seven thousand years old. Through his 
reproductions Balsan hopes that anthropologists will 
able better establish the Bushman’s precursors. 


Capricorn Road contains some exciting incidents and 
many interesting observations nation life which the 
amateur ethnologist will enjoy. However, the general 
reader likely find this book dull. Other than the 
calendar lacks theme tie the many events to- 
gether. Furthermore, the non-Africanist will lost 
the sea strange places and tribal names. maps 
are provided and frequently difficult correlate 
the text with standard maps discover the locale 
given action. Finally, should noted that the book 
contains number pictures scanty-clad natives. 
Although these pictures are realistic, their inclusion 
further limits recommendation this book mature 


readers. 
Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 
Department Political Science, 
University College, 
Washington University, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Simon, Edith ‘The Twelve Pictures 
Putnam. May 20, 1955. 365p. $3.95. 


Twelve tapestries woven two aging and powerless 
Queens, Uta, mother the dead Burgundian Kings, 
and Brunhild, wife one them. Twelve pictures 
which give the Queens’ story the destruction the 


Balsan Simon 


SELLERs 


Burgundian dynasty the fifth century, not 
actually occurred but they wished the world think 
had occurred. This the thread upon which the 
author weaves her novel the Nibelungenlied with 
the thesis that the saga was not myth the pagan 
gods modified into heroic story Christianity but 
torted history actual occurrences. And Miss 
Simon tells long and floridly backgrounded story be- 
ginning with the wedding night Siegfried and Kriem- 
hild and King Gunter and Brunhild, the Warrior 
Queen who Siegfried had paramoured and then con- 
quered deception combat, deception carried 
into the marriage bed where Siegfried subdued Brun- 
hild for Gunter. She tells Brunhild’s hateful love 
and desire for vengeance, Siegfried’s stay among the 
Volsungs where Kriemhild acquired the family trait 
for vengeance, the growing quarrel between Kriem- 
hild and Brunhild, the hunt the Odenwald where 
Siegfried was treacherously slain Hagen the One- 
Eyed, uncle the Burgundian Kings and Brunhild’s 
champion, and Kriemhild’s vows vengeance. 


With Siegfried’s death Kriemhild’s power gone and 
she becomes wretched recluse court, cherishing her 
dead lord’s sepulcher and her dreams vengeance. 
These latter begin turn into reality when emissaries 
Burgundy from Attila the Hun ask her hand mar- 
riage for their King. She becomes the Queen Hun- 
land and with Attila inveigles the Burgundian court 
feast Etzelberg where the three Kings and their 
heroes are treacherously slain. Then follows Attila’s 
death and burial with Dietrich (Theodoric?) Verona 
aiding Kriemhild’s escape obscurity. Left, however, 
are the two Burgundian Queens weave their 
tries place the onus for the destruction Burgun- 
dialand Kriemhild’s lust for vengeance. 


Historically, Burgundialand was destroyed the sweep 
the Huns the West and South and not the 
saga indicates. One can scarcely say that Miss 
story clarifies any way the history the events 
cerned nor does indicate other than possible 
pretation the genesis the Nibelungenlied. Her 
story deftly woven (there are occasional awkward 
spots) but mainly her characters are puppets the 
stylized idiom which she writes, moving woodenly 
across restricted portions panoramic stage. Only 
with Kriemhild and Hagen does she achieve some 
cess transmuting myth into reality. There little 
relation her events the main currents 
world history and especially lacking understanding 
the role Christianity. There some confused 
Arianism but almost entirely meaningless. The 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


Bonjour Tristesse (IV) May 
Something Value (III) May 
Sincerely, Willis Wayde (lia) 
Time for Sergeants 
The Good Shepherd (Ila) 

Run Silent, Run Deep (Ila) 
View from Pompey’s Head (IIb) 
The Scotswoman 

Excelsior! 


The Dinner Party (Ila) July 


Finletter 


Peale 
Schindler 


Gift from the Sea (IIa) 

The Power Positive Thinking 
How Live 365 Days Year 
Why Johnny Can’t Read (Ila) Flesch May 


Onions the Stew (Ila) MacDonald June 


manner writing makes. this difficult book read 
and the values obtained are scarcely worth the effort. 
Because treatment and subject matter this de- 
finitely book suitable only for adult readers. 


LITERARY GUILD—JUNE SELECTION 


Viertel, Joseph The Last Temptation 
Simon Schuster. May 20, 1955. 437p. $3.95. 


Deborah and Victor Marmorek were, sense, two 
the most fortunate people Europe. They were 
both jews; but luck saved them Austria when the 
night Nazi horror began; ingenuity got them out 
Prague before the sword fell there; friend saved them 
Italy, which they had fled. True, there were 
some difficulties. They had had pretend that they 
were Catholics Italy, and their boy had grown 
uncircumcised. And the payment Angelo was 
made, not money, but flesh. But out all 
they had salvaged their final hope, home Israel. 


Israel, life began take new meaning. Though 
the new war with the Arabs meant daily devastation 
around them, there was new nation rising out the 
conflict, and each day made them more part that 
nation. her work the hospital, Deborah was giv- 
ing her own self the work building and saving. 
his work the telephone company, Victor was not 
only earning fine salary, but was training himself 
take over the operation the company when the 
English moved out, and was using the interim give 
the underground army Jerusalem all the service 


demanded. 


Overnight their lives were utterly destroyed 
tragedy whose magnitude almost undescribable. 
captured Arab was found carrying document 
signed Victor, listing all phone numbers 
Jerusalem, with small mark next each one belong- 
ing the Jewish underground. That was treason, and 
Victor was the traitor. 


This the basis the plot The Last Temptation, 
and far will go, because think the book 
worth reading, and any further commentary would 
certainly destroy its readability. But this something 


Schmitt 


more than book plot. is, even its title sign- 
fies, attempt evaluate much what went 
Israel the first days the post-World War Two 
period conflict with the neighboring states. There 
is, feel, surprisingly large amount objective re- 
porting contained the book, though the weight 
virtue appears fall easily the side the Jews 
the conflict. For this reason the book will probably 
damned more violently those who despise Israel than 
will praised those who love Israel. 


The story itself seems here, suffers slightly from 
having situations contrived just bit too much. The 
stress war produces unnatural attitudes, but does 
stupidities—at least the consciousness chain 
command. But upon this essential stupidity predi- 
cated much the action the latter part the novel. 
That should end with great trial almost inevi- 
table. After The Caine Mutiny, the deluge. But 
worse than most other trial scenes, and the fact that 
the trial seems singularly pointless just one those 
things you take with strong heart. 


This brave attempt distinguished novel, though 
ends only adequately good one. does not 
appear quite what one would expect from The 
Literary Guild, and inclined think that parts 
were sexed more for juice than for joy. But 
you may find easy take for innocuous summer 
reading adult and mildly adulterous level. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Schmitt, Gladys The Persistent Image 
Dial. June 13, 1955. 308p. $3.50. 


Few novels are perfect and this one has many flaws— 
the pseudo-realism, the crude language times, the 
unnecessary frankness description. But has 
theme. 

Some years before the story opens, Johnnie Reiber had 
been jilted Helen Cameron for Harold Beales, whom 
she marries. little daughter, Sissy, born. But 
during the course the book becomes clear that 
was Helen’s wealthy mother who had engineered the 
break with Johnnie and the marriage with Harold. 
the novel begins, Helen has divorced Harold for his 
cruelty, and she and Johnnie are drifting together again; 
but there obstacle between them, the child, who 
all the world Helen but for whom Johnnie has 
terrible physical repulsion account her likeness 
her brutal, drunken father. Whether suchan acute 
physical aversion for child five years old possible 
question for the psychologist. all events 
very convincingly drawn, and Sissy very real 
child, horrible, enchanting, pathetic, turns and all 
once. Yet, not Sissy’s baby charm which con- 
quers the end, but fatherly pity awakes Johnnie’s 
heart after outrageous piece cruelty the part 
the real father; and able last conquer the 
terrible revulsion the flesh and accept the part that 
Sissy will play his marries Helen. 


Finletter Marshall Busch Migot 


Certainly the book has its immoral side, and good 
deal the writing makes unsuitable for general read- 
ing; but real problem treated with dignity and 
insight, and let this stand out one novel which 
mother prepared sacrifice everything, sacrifice 
her lover, for her child. These people live natural 
standards only, but they deserve the happy ending that 
Gladys Schmitt not afraid give them. 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 

Purchase, New York 


Finletter, Gretchen The Dinner Party 
Harper. May 11, 1955. 236p. $3.00. 

the wife the (ex-) Secretary the Air Force 
might desirable situation for myriads women 
married Government, near-Government, and fringe- 
Government personnel; but the chances are that few 
such aspirants could derive from the experience such 
caustically witty story this. 


Subtitled “From the Journal Lady Today,” 
The Dinner Party course not the diary secre- 
tary’s wife; Mrs. Finletter too clever have merely 
reported experience. Her “heroine” the embodiment 
all characteristics all government wives with 
the added qualities intelligence and self-expressive- 
ness. 


There continuous story this novel, only the 
completely realistic round year effort and frus- 
tration, much laughably funny. Any adult will 
find good entertainment the satirical views office- 
holders, office-seekers, the military, and their wives. 
And the well-drawn hectic diarist herself completely 
understandable not entirely sympathetic. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Marshall, Rosamund Rogue Cavalier 
Doubleday. June 16, 1955. 255p. $3.50. 

This the latest the Rosamund Marshall novels, 
written the paper-back tradition. purports 
the story illegitimate son Casanova, Toni 
Brando, whose deeds follow the paternal pattern. 


clear that the author’s intention present 
lascivious piece tempt and entertain lascivious minds. 
The plot, little consequence, probably follows 
tried Marshall plan. The literary merit—zero. 


The waste basket suggested suitable receptacle 
for Rogue Cavalier, perhaps you have incinerator. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 
Busch, Niven The Actor 
Simon Schuster. June 1955. 248p. $3.50. 


Tall Dan Prader had, the ’twenties, been the greatest 
“Western” hero Hollywood. the contemporary 
scene this novel, fortune has deserted him and 


SELLERs 


reduced infrequently periodic employment the 
movies man.” But his son, Harold, bundle 
complexes stemming from early father-son misunder- 
standings, his way becoming one the great 
directors. Dan obtains job involving very dangerous 
horseback jump from cliff into the sea. Harold 
assigned director for the picture. 


The antagonism the father and the son and the 
confused marital relationships each furnish the de- 
tails the story which, obviously, reaches its climax 
the jump. 

The author doubtless understands great deal about 
the motion-picture industry and the weird humans 
therein. would good able say that the 
public could find The Actor salutary exposition 
this soulless entertainment world that might effect 
new understanding the reader. But the author has 
not chosen, has not been able derive any 
cance from his “study.” Nor has succeeded 
making his characters living interesting. 


The Actor could dismissed mere assemblage 
trivia were not for the fact that something pre- 
occupation with sex and most tasteless caricature 
Catholicism the person Dean’s wife renders neces- 
sary more firm “not recommended.” 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Migot, André Tibetan Marches 
Dutton. June 1955. 255p. $5.00. 

1946 French physician and adventurer, André 
Migot, was assigned the Ecole Francaise d’Extréme- 
Orient Hanoi, Indochina, investigate various as- 
pects the Buddhist religion. After plane trip from 
Hanoi Kunming, traveled horseback, foot, 
and truck, sometimes alone and sometimes with 
traders’ caravans, through Western China, Eastern 
Tibet, the predominately Tibetan frontier provinces 
Sikang and Tsinghai, and Northern China. During his 
travels was exposed constant danger, robbed 
bandits, and ultimately arrested the Chinese Com- 
munists and held prisoner several weeks. spent 
considerable time studying Buddhism, and became 
initiate the Karmapu sect lamasery Easte- 
ern Tibet. 

Migot’s account his adventures, translated into Eng- 
lish Peter Fleming, fascinating story travel 
rarely visited and little-known areas. one accepts 
Sean dictum that the basic requirement 
successful travel literature intimate feeling for 
place, then Tibetan Marches high achievement. 
Migot’s descriptive powers are splendid, and conveys 
the reader vivid view breathtaking scenery, 
people, villages, and lamaseries and near “The Roof 
the World.” His difficulties with bandits, his abor- 
tive attempt reach Lhasa, and his initiation into 
Buddhism are especially well-described. see the 
occupations the people, and their living habits; 
see the corruption local rulers, and the sharp line 
cleavage between the poor and the rich; see the 
rugged mountainous terrain, and the wide, impressive 
valleys; see the effect Buddhism the people, 
and see the rigors travel this part the world. 
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addition Migot’s expert power describing the 
scenes and people this part the world, pleasant 
note that has sly sense humor which fre- 
quently exhibits his narrative; some his sketches 
truck transportation China, for example, are de- 
lightful bits satire. the negative side must 
pointed out that Migot such ardent admirer 
the Tibetans that frequently disparages the Chinese. 
Some readers will inclined feel that Migot’s be- 
the Chinese exaggerated and unfair. Migot 
also has some questionable ideas the “waste” 
missionaries Buddhist countries. remark the 
that since the Buddhists cannot converted 
Christianity, the missionaries have “been reduced 
proselytizing the Chinese who are the Jeast religious 
people the world” betrays racial bias well 
lack understanding the value even one human 
soul. unfortunate that few such ideas blemish 
otherwise informative and highly-readable book. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


MacGowan, Kenneth and Melnitz, William 

The Living Stage 
Prentice-Hall. July 11, 1955. 543p. $7.50. 
Professors MacGowan and Melnitz, both members 
the department Theater Arts the University 
Southern California, have prepared thoroughly well- 
organized history the theater one man’s almost 
instinctive arts, tracing its development from the evi- 
dences miming graphically documented cave 
drawings primitive men its modern manifesta- 
tions throughout the world. Prentice-Hall has done the 
book the distinct favor handsome printing text 
and illustrations. While this text not likely and, 
probably, not intended supplant Sheldon Cheney’s 
3000 Years Theater, both supplements and com- 
plements that earlier work. Libraries will find 
“must” for the drama sections for reference shelves; 
end students the theater will welcome 
authoritative history having Professor MacGowan’s 
years practical and academic experience be- 
ind it. 


White, Helen The Four Rivers Paradise 
Macmillan. June 246p. $3.50. 

Hilary Bordeaux, scion noted senatorial family 
and stirred urge find his work the world, 
comes 5th-Century Rome where, world’s center, 
hopes discover the significance life and the 
tole play. meets the great and near-great 
Christian-pagan Rome and finds that his fond dream 
wisely-ruling world state merely empty shell 
appearance. The world and the empire are totter- 
ing destruction Goths and Vandals swarm through 
the provinces but wise Senators can debate little but 
and procedure while decadent court flaunts 
itself impotently Ravenna. 


Hilary also meets the Christian social set Rome and 
finds them better than posturers. Only Stilicho, 
the erstwhile barbarian and Roman military leader, 


does find the devotion the traditions Rome 
and the best ever stood for. Over period several 
years Hilary seeks Rome his life’s work but can find 
nothing save desultory service Stilicho’s wife, 
Serena, and impatient eagerness something 
restore crumbling Rome. When Alaric sweeps 
south the final drive after Stilicho’s official murder, 
Hilary goes with the Pope mission the Vandal 
and then Asia Minor and Africa where meets 
and learns from Paulinus Nola, Jerome and Augus- 
tine. the final holocaust proceeds and the world 
breaks Hilary finally finds his work bringing 
Christ the ravaged areas his own Gaul. has 
finally perceived that, not the old Rome, but only 
Christianity there hope for regeneration de- 
stroyed world. 


Masterly the only word for the work Helen White 
limning this scene world crisis and the reactions 
produced thereby individual human spirit. 
usual she has written tenderly strong and fascinating 
story what happened men when they lost the 
certainty temporal life and had only the spiritual 
core with which achieve salvation. Excellent read- 
ing for everyone. 


Shute, Nevil The Breaking Wave 
Morrow. Apr. 1955. 282p. $3.50. 


its publication England, this novel was titled 
Requiem for Wren; and, you understood that 
“Wren” this instance referred the Women the 
Royal English Navy, you would know better what the 
story about than under its present title. The change 
may have been made because the American publisher 
was not too sure that Americans would know fhat 
British Wren might be, perhaps because there might 
have been some confusion the book-buyer’s mind 
with Faulkner’s Requiem for Nun. far can 
make out, the American title uses “Wave” much 
the same connotation the British used “Wren.” 


Janet Prentice was the daughter Oxford professor 
and herself hoping for studies Lady Mar- 
garet Hall when the was broke out 1939. Rather 
than wait drafted into work factory 
farm, Janet joined with the Wrens and was as- 
signed Ordnance. She became quite expert 
Oerlikon ack-ack guns and Browning .300s and the 
20mm. Hispano cannon. After period with the 
Navy air arm, she was transferred fleet, preparing 
for the Normandy invasion. She met Bill Duncan, 
young Australian serving special operations 
“frogman” and the two fell healthily love, both 
taking for granted that they would wait announce 
engagement and marry until after “the balloon had 
gone up” Operation Overlord. 


Then things happened. natural shot, Janet one day 
had take over Oerlikon when Junkers 188 came 
over the estuary and, the applause all, shot 
down was banking low. The trouble was that 
had put its wheels down,normally signal for sur- 
render; and was found that the seven men the 
crashed plane were Czechs Poles who had, presum- 
ably, stolen the plane from the German lines come 
over and join the British. Janet blamed herself for 


their death. When Bill failed return from night 
operation, she thought his death the first punishment 
for her mistake; but she managed hold until 
Bill’s dog was killed accidentally; and her father, too, 
died while serving enemy plane spotter with the 
invasion fleet. She broke down, then, and was released 
from service. Shortly afterward, when her mother died, 
she closed the Oxford home and sold out and 
disappeared. 


That Janet Prentice was the parlormaid who committed 
suicide the Duncan sheep ranch Coombargana 
Australia the morning that Alan Duncan re- 
turned from five year stay England, during which 
time had finished his law studies and had been try- 
ing trace Janet Prentice, something mystery 
that unravelled Alan when finds the small 
case which she had hidden her diary and few 
precious letters. There remains only the need ex- 
plain how Janet Prentice came Coombargana 
Jessie Proctor. That satisfactorily done and Alan, 
who had thought himself needed substitute for his 
dead younger brother, decides return England 
marry Viola Dawson, who had been Janet’s friend 
the Wrens and whom had met trying trace the 
missing girl. 

This Nevil Shute’s seventeenth published novel and 
shows his skill experienced craftsman story- 
telling. The re-creation the mood England dur- 
ing the build-up before D-Day exceptionally well 
done. Adult readers will find this pleasant and 
absorbing story with skillful characterization. 


White, Nelia Gardner The Thorn Tree 
Viking. Apr. 18, 1955. 316p. $3.50. 

Mrs. White’s eighth novel study psychological 
aberration that has occasional subtlety 
stylistic merit, but never quite achieves dramatic in- 
tensity. Fully half the book devoted exploration 
strange mental malady the heroine that never 
becomes convincing and hence never fully grips the 
reader. Suspense further damaged triangular 
resolution that largely predictable and also disap- 
pointingly slight relation the elaborate exposition. 


Glamorous Elspeth Esker has been happily married 
John, famous composer. She has also been the chief 
bond the close personal union the Doorn and 
Esker families. Sebastian, John’s brother and pro- 
fessor, also love with her but never covetously; 
turn the object affection from Marcy, who 
realizes with complacent despair his feelings for her 
sister Elspeth. David Esker, self-indulgent dilettante, 
prefers philandering such futile love-life within the 
circle, but has fundamental loyalty the 
clan. 


When John dies suddenly, Elspeth passes into mysti- 
fying metaphysical realm that neither wholly sane 
nor wholly irrational. Formerly gregarious, lively, com- 
nanionable, and resourcefully prepared accept bad 
fortune with good, she retreats into morose and silent 
solitude which she heedless practical affairs and 
concentrated “finding God” herself. Her con- 
duct and character not only are incongruous with her 
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former self but threaten destroy the rich intimacy 
the family group. 


Sebastian, therefore, hurries home from research 
Paris and sets himself discovering the basis for Els 
peth’s demented sanity. The search results first 
examination the Doorn-Esker relationships, 
eventually takes him the New England village 
which John and Elspeth had lived their recent years, 
This setting several portraits small-town 
personalities that are among the book’s most rewarding 
features. The secret ultimately proves two-day 
premarital romance that John had with Jennie Wiggins, 
the local school teacher. John’s discovery, and subse- 
quent disclosure Elspeth, that Peter Wiggins his 
son precipitated both his own fatal heart attack and 
continuing sense guilt his wife because her 
initial failure evaluate his motives and genuine 
affection properly. 

Sebastian, though, good counselor 
finally dispelling the psychological quirks that have 
never become really credible the reader, and Elspeth 
returns her original, wholesome personality. Mean- 
time, David has been cultivating Fanny Drake, florist’s 
clerk enjoyably direct honesty; this sub-plot 
ship also eventuates happily and, with the New Eng 
land folk, offers more satisfying realism than the 
main story. 


Many passages sensitive discernment occur through- 
out the book, but the and leisurely plot needs 
emotional depth compensate for its lack tense 
action that not provided the main characteriza 
tion. Elspeth should gripping and tragic; instead 
she peculiar and puzzling. John remains shadowy 
long. Sebastian, Marcy, David, and Fanny are real 
people, and they contribute much the interest. Also 
commendable the style, for both its rhetorical quali- 
ties and its unexceptionable language. The resolution, 
course, involves illegitimacy, but the general appeal 
the book itself addressed adults. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Barrymore, Ethel Memories 


Harper. Apr. 11, 1955. 310p. $4.00. 

When the young Ethel Barrymore appeared one 
Clyde Fitch’s most successful plays, she felt inadequate 
and terrified even, until reassuring voice said from 
the gallery, “Speak up, Ethel, you Drews all good 
actors.” 


course Miss Barrymore concerns herself 


not all with appraising the quality her 


This book which recalls, sometimes with sparse 
context for the reader draw upon, the experiences 
long and distinguished career, and busy 
gracious personal life well. 

Not only were the Barrymore clan doing all the acting, 
almost seems, their time; they, particularly Ethel, 
were meeting all the most interesting people. started 
early enough. child Ethel was boat, being 
rowed her grandfather. The gentleman another 
boat, whom Ethel described “the fat man the 
boat,” turned out Grover Cleveland. When she 
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shown the famous “Blue Boy,” turns out that the 
golden-haired young man who displays for her the 
duke who owns it. When someone steps out 
hansom Fifth Avenue and says “Hello,” Henry 
James. 


inference one hits upon part the Barrymore 
charm. They were extremely loyal one another, and 
their friends, these Barrymores; and they were never 
unkind. Ethel’s finest loyalty has always been her 
religion. staunch Catholic all her life, she quietly 
asserted her belief moments trial and crisis. 


Memories unassuming and, must admitted, 
bald account. Nobody ever said “you Drews all 
good writers,” nor likely now. But the facts and 
intimate glimpses are there, and until definitive biog- 
raphy written, this book will certainly for those 
who love the theatre and admire the Barrymores. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Arbuckle, Dorothy Fry The After-Harvest Festival 
Dodd, Mead. June 20, 1955. 248p. $2.75. 


This pleasant story summer the life Paris 
Croix, daughter fur-trapper living the Kan- 
kakee River northern Indiana 1853. the time, 
Paris twelve years old. closest companions 
her woodland life, aside from her Mama and Papa, are 
her doll, her little horse and Starlight, fawn. 


The small excitements chilhood, trips town, forest 


lore and the like, are the substance the book and 


are sympathetically and carefully done. 


While historical and political overtones make the book 
readable for adults, primarily directed toward 
younger audience. the words ten-year-old: “It 
the story happy family; recommend all 
little girls.” 


flaw the story, not sufficient mar its enjoy- 
ability but enough cause disappointment, the 
author’s failure inject spirit into the formal acknowl- 
edgments the French-Canadian’s religion. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Lagard, Garald Leaps the Live Thunder 
Morrow. May 25, 1955. 256p. $3.50. 


May, 1863, and throughout the succeeding Summer 
and Fall, Nathan Bedford Forrest was harassing Union 
lines Tennessee with small force hard-bitten 
cavalry troopers whose exploits form part the back- 
ground this flamboyantly improbable novel Civil 
War days. Rack Ballarol, one-time blockade runner, 
joins Forrest’s command and, together with Ramsey 
Intent and Billy Dan, rides wildly about the country- 
side, sabering Federal cavalry profusion while his 
clawing, whiskey-drinking cat, Colonel Turpentine, 
tides his saddle-bow. becomes entangled with 
Kelsie Cochran, one time governess turned erotic 
dancer, whom had smuggled into the Confederacy 
from Nassau. Kelsie dancer two-wagon circus 


owned Regulus, lion-tamer who smuggles Federal 
prisoners out the Confederacy. The whole story 
series espionage escapades, cavalry raids and 
skirmishes, fights and hard riding with bit erotic 
romance. historical novel scarcely worth 
reading but should little harm adult readers. 


Graham, Alice The Vows the Peacock 
Doubleday. Mar. 24, 1955. 349p. $3.95. 


fourteenth century England the author follows the 
great England from castle castle, from marriage 
marriage, from intrigue intrigue until the course 
Edward and Isabel, his Queen, run and Ed- 
ward III, with the aid some loyal barons, siezes con- 
trol his kingdom. She tells the story through Eliza- 
beth, daughter the Earl Warwick, and married 
Sir Thomes Astley, beginning with Elizabeth’s 
service court lady-in-waiting the young Queen 
Isabel just after her marriage Edward and his 
ascension the throne. Edward incompetent and 
sensual and easily swayed any strong and crafty 
baron. first makes Pierre Gaveston his 
favorite and alienates Isabel, depriving her rightful 
power and station. Isabel plans revenge but must bide 
her time until opportunity offers. She falls love 
with Sir Roger Mortimer, Earl March and the 
only successful English commander the era, bold 
and powerful man. 


When the barons sieze and kill Gaveston, Hug 
Despenser becomes the king’s favorite and Isabel’s 
position not improved. She still powerless queen, 
enjoying neither her husband’s affection confidence. 
Edward and Hugh succeed undoing Edward I’s con- 
quest Scotland with the Bruce and the Douglas re- 
covering all English conquests and even invading Eng- 
land. Hugh takes over control the Marches and 
Mortimer accused treason, taking the usual 
residence the Tower. Isabel aids his escape 
France from which finally returns England with 
army lead with Isabel’s active help, rebellion. 
Despenser executed, Edward imprisoned and 
finally murdered and Edward III proclaimed king 
with Mortimer becoming Isabel’s paramour and the 
actual ruler the realm. Finally the barons free King 
Edward III and execute Mortimer while deposing and 
imprisoning Isabel restore order the kingdom. 


The sweep events told through their effect upon 
Elizabeth and her husband, Thomas. Both are thor- 
oughly good and honest, living the highest ideals 
chivalry. They maintain their essential goodness 
spite the evil events which surround them and give 
picture all that best Norman England. The 
book well done from historical standpoint and 
interesting, though light, reading. Because the sub- 
ject matter suitable mainly for adults. 


Wade, Allan, ed. The Letters Yeats 
Macmillan. Feb. 21, 1955. 938p. $9.50. 


“One toils every day,” William Butler Yeats, perhaps 
the greatest poet the language our century, wrote 
the novelist Ethel Mannin, “to keep on’e well 
pure.” The nine hundred pages letters which make 


Gildea 


this book are ample evidence the vigor, the un- 
remitting persistence, and the peculiar conditions 
that toil. Yeats, says Arland Ussher, “is Protean 
character that almost any statement one may make 
about him calls for instant qualification.” These letters 
show the Protean Yeats, revealing his mind and moods 
‘for half century. could times seek “the happi- 
ness finding idleness duty”; others, would 
plunge himself into cultural and political activities. 
The shy, retiring poet, “no longer fit for riots,” could 
occasion fiery Irish patriot and Senator. 
“Asiatic” abstractionist, was sure the last that 
the abstract has not life it. letter written few 
days before his death says, “You can refute Hegel 
but not the Saint nor the Song Sixpence.” 


the greatest letter writers are those who cast 
ideal, indeed fictional, image themselves, Yeats was 
not one them. These letters, most them, not 
glow (as some Yeats’ father’s do) with person- 
ality. More often they shoot off particles problem 
—of Yeats the poet, Abbey Theater producer, 
propagandist for cultural revival the face what 
considered “the tribal dance and the drums” the 
Irish press and clergy. Yeats cannot dismissed 
literary importance only (as though that can ever 
for among the flashes thrown off these 
letters are such sentences this one: “There 
longer virtuous nation and the best live 
candle light.” 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Gildea, Sister Marianna, R.S.M. 
Living the Little Office 
1955. 167p. $2.75. 


the midst the growing complexity human 
existence becomes more and more indispensible that 
find source unification and living integra- 
tion. considering our way union with God, 
prayer, especially important that avoid over- 
simplified, artificial, abstract divisions that make 
tend apologize for method prayer that seems 
sacrifice some imagined ideal serene total pre-occu- 


College Misericordia, Dallas, Pa. 
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pation with thoughts about God favor way 
more implicit living with Him. 


fact, love God, pray, not only with our minds 
hearts but with all that are and this involves, 
vital union, the totality God’s creatures. our 
lives continually unite God what His else 
disrupt this union. Union with God always 
living and living always means unending struggle 
hold meaningful, fruitful union multitude 
contrary elements without destroying the independent 
importance each element. 

Because this true, book such Living the Little 
Office always value. Its aim trace out 
explicit fashion what reality the implicit function 
our daily faithful living. seeks unify, 
mentalize” all the details human existence. This 
real prayer. For the art prayer will found when 
“not our lips alone but every fibre our being will 
reflect the sincerity our hearts and minds.” 


the authoress notes, the book not exhaustive but 
suggestive. This necessarily true, for all living 
basically personal thing. All that book can 
acclimatize way reacting, judging, appreci- 
ating. Sister Marianna realizes that there better 
way doing this than seeing the multiplicity 
life, from atoms angels, through the unifying gaze 
the person who loves God. The Little Office the 
Blessed Virgin forms suitable window through which 
see God, ourselves, others, for are therein given 
the viewpoint Mary, the woman who “unified” 
her living body, God and all creation. Living the Little 
Office, therefore, needs apology. fulfills peren- 
nial need, need restricted particular form 
human life thought, but the need all have, 
namely, “do the truth.” 

The author’s format reflections the sentences 
the Little Office the Blessed Virgin makes for easy, 
suggestive prayerful assimilation. The disconnected 
flections will get their unity from the person who comes 
them with the desire live his own “little office.” 
For such one this book will “best seller,” for 
will sell him real understanding that paradoxical 
divine command, “pray always.” 


Sponga, 


University Scranton 
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